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INTRODUCTION

In this course, educators will learn how Paulo Nazareth’s heritage plays a central role in using performance, 
sculpture, and monuments to examine the Brazilian colonial legacy. Students will explore the lesser told 
story of Latin America’s history through Nazareth’s work, and understand the importance of his conceptual 
and visual strategies for the preservation of Afro/Afro-Indigenous histories.
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Judy Chicago, Car Hood, 1965, sprayed automotive lacquer on car hood, 42.9 x 42.9 x 4.3 in. © Judy Chicago 



ABOUT THE ARTIST

Paulo Nazareth’s performance and installation-based 
work often draw upon his joint African and indigenous 
heritage. His installations consist of an arrangement of 
collected ephemera and video works that document his 
journey. He engages with a number of subjects that are 
often related to race, ideology and the unequal 
distribution of development through his practice that is 
both interdisciplinary and participatory. Nazareth seeks 
to embody the idea of the artist as a connector, a 
decoder, and a philosopher. He was born in Governador 
Valadares, Brazil in 1978.
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ABOUT THE WORK

 

Judy Chicago, Sunset Squares, 1965, 2018.Courtesy of the artist and Salon 94, 

 

Pairing sculptures, paintings, performances, and 
installation together, Paulo Nazareth’s Melee 
sheds light on unexamined links in Latin America’s 
liberation. Drawing from his lived Afro-Indigenous 
experience, Paulo uses visual references to 
moments and places in Brazil/Latin American 
history to draw attention to the widespread 
anti-indigeneity and anti-blackness in the 
Americas. His approach is unconventional and 
multidimensional. It is historical and personal, and 
his use of di�erent media makes the nuances of 
colonial legacies all the more evident.

KEY DISCUSSION

Discussion of Paulo Nazareth’s work will require a 
critical examination of the history of discrimination 
against Black and Indigenous bodies throughout 
the Americas, particularly how these practices are 
often perpetrated through public policies and laws. 
Additionally, students will recognize significant 
causes, events, figures, and consequences on the 
worldwide power balance.



FOR TEACHERS - FLORIDA STATE STANDARDS 

Social Studies

SS.912.W.1.1
Use timelines to establish cause and e�ect relationships of historical events.

SS.912.W.1.5
Compare conflicting interpretations or schools of thought about world events and individual contributions 
to history (historiography).

SS.912.H.2.3
Apply various types of critical analysis (contextual, formal, and intuitive criticism) to works in the arts, 
including the types and use of symbolism within art forms and their philosophical implications.

Visual Art

VA.912.H.1.1
Analyze the impact of social, ecological, economic, religious, and/or political issues on the function or 
meaning of the artwork.

VA.912.H.1.8
Analyze and compare works in context, considering economic, social, cultural, and political issues, to define 
the significance and purpose of art.
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Extractivism: The term extractivism has experienced a slight change in its meaning throughout the last 
decades. Emerging from a term originally describingprocesses in the natural habitat, it has come to describe 
a way of running the economy in resource exporting countries, especially in Latin America. However,during 
the last couple of years the term has become increasingly important in Latin America, especially amongst 
scientists dealing with the recenteconomic developments of the region. A reliance on extractivism, however, 
contributes to racialized landscapes, because these communities’ autonomous territories remain grievously 
threatened. Furthermore, mining and the extension of plantations in these regions endangers the existence 
of indigenous people and nature endemic to these areas.

Latin American Colonialism: Latin America came to fruition in the 1500’s after European “discovery” of the 
New World. Countries such as Spain, France and Portugal colonized the region (Brazil was colonized by 
Portugal). Although most of Latin America was colonized by Spain, the countries of Portugal and France 
also had major influences on the region. Due to war and disease, native populations were decimated. The 
European countries’ demand for free labor led them to engage in the African slave trade. Millions of Africans 
were brought over from Africa, which resulted in the African diaspora being so prominent in Latin America. 
During the late 18 th  and early 19 th  century the people of Latin America began fighting for independence. 
By 1898, all Latin American countries had become independent nations.

Borders: a line separating two political or geographical areas, especially countries. The idea of “borders” and 
the violence inherent to the idea of them are especially important to Nazareth’s work.

Performance Art: Performance art is an artwork or art exhibition created through actions executed by the 
artist or other participants. A defining characteristic of Performance Art is the body, considered the primary 
MEDIUM and conceptual material on which Performance Art is based. Other key components are 
time,space and the relationship between performer and audience.

Cosmovisions: The cosmic worldview of a society or civilization. It links the individual with all the elements 
around them. 5
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Whereas by Layli Long Soldier

Whereas is a 2017 collection of poetry written by Oglala Lakota author, Layli Long Soldier. The collection 
was written as a direct response to S.J. Res 14, a congressional apology and resolution to the native peoples 
of the United States

Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison

Ralph Ellison’s meditation on the e�ects of race, told from the perspective of an African American narrator 
rendered invisible by his skin color. Primary themes of interest to high schoolers: race and racial injustice, 
identity, ideology, and belief systems.

Brave New World by Aldous Huxley 

Aldous Huxley’s slim novel envisioning a future &quot;utopia&quot; with perverse qualities—as the human 
race succumbs to overdoses of pleasure, amusement, and hedonism. Primary themes of interest to high 
schoolers: genetic manipulation, state power, drug use, individualism, and society.

BRaZIL A Century of Change by Ignacy Sachs, Jorge Wilheim, Paulo Sérgio Pinheiro

Brazil, the largest of the Latin American nations, is fast becoming a potent international economic player as 
well as a regional power. This English translation of an acclaimed Brazilian anthology provides critical 
overviews of Brazilian life, history, and culture and insight into Brazil&#39;s development over the past 
century. The distinguished essayists, most of whom are Brazilian, provide expert perspectives on the social, 
economic, and cultural challenges that face Brazil as it seeks future directions in the age o globalization.
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