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INTRODUCTION

In this course, educators will discuss how artist Louise 
Bourgeois breathes life into inanimate objects by imagining 
and sketching the buildings around her as people with 
stories to tell. 

By viewing Bourgeois’ work students will learn how to take 
inspiration from the things around them and turn them into 
creative narratives.

Students will learn about personification by imagining the 
inanimate structures around them as people with stories to 
tell. 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
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FOR TEACHERS - FLORIDA STATE STANDARDS 

Language Arts
LAFS.7.W.2.4
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience.

LAFS.8.W.1.2
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information 
through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

a.  Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information into 
broader categories; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when 
useful to aiding comprehension.
b.  Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 
information and examples.
c.  Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and 
concepts.
d.  Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
e.  Establish and maintain a formal style.
f.   Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation 
presented.

Visual Art
VA.68.C.1
Cognition and reflection are required to appreciate, interpret, and create with artistic intent.
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KEY DISCUSSION

During the initial discussion, pose questions that 
will draw upon students' critical thinking skills by 
having them analyze and compare di�erent 
architectural elements in the work of Louise 
Nevelson. Compare and contrast her work to 
understand how di�erent components impact 
aesthetic qualities.

 All images courtesy the artist.



ARCHITECTURE 
The art or practice of designing and constructing buildings.

DOMESTIC
Relating to the running of a home or to family relations.

PERSONIFICATION
The attribution of a personal nature or human characteristics to something nonhuman, or the representation 
of an abstract quality in human form.

SYMBOLISM
The use of symbols to represent ideas or qualities.
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ABOUT THE ARTIST

Louise Joséphine Bourgeois was born December 25, 
1911 and lived until May 31, 2010 was a French-American 
artist. Her most popular works included her large sculp-
tures of spiders and installations but Bourgeois also 
excelled as a painter and printmaker. She explored a 
variety of themes over the course of her career includ-
ing gender, domesticity, family, and sexuality. She con-
sidered art making to be a therapeutic process in which 
she was able to dive into these themes to make sense of 
her life and childhood.
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ABOUT THE WORK

Bourgeois’ study of mathematics as a child brought 
forth a deep appreciation for architecture as it 
represented a sense of balance and stability which were 
qualities that made her feel safe. Symbols of 
architecture would later find their way into her early 
paintings, sculptures and drawings. In 1947 Bourgeois 
published an illustrated book titled “He Disappeared 
Into Complete Silence”. In this book she explores how 
architecture can be personified to tell stories about 
structures as if they were people. 
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The Giver by Lois Lowry

Recommended Viewing:

Louise Bourgeois and the Architecture of Memory
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AbXpUr3bZmI
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RECOMMENDED READING AND VIEWING

Appropriate for Middle School

Study the images below. Think about the di�erent features on these structures that stand out to you, what 
makes them unique? Now imagine these buildings as people in your life, what stories do they tell? 

Materials: pencil & paper

Activity Instructions:

Option 1
Create a story for as many of these buildings as you’d like and write them out on a sheet of paper.

Option 2
Go outside and find any type of architecture that inspires you and create a sketch from what you find. Later 
on you can make up a story about your sketched structure.

ACTIVITY
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