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INTRODUCTION

In this course, educators will discuss how artist Guadalupe 
Maravilla uses found objects and everyday material to 
create meaning in a work of art. Additionally, students will 
examine sound as a therapeutic instrument on the body, 
operating as vibrational healing and treatment for anxieties 
and internal blockages.

By viewing the artist's work, students will explore the 
relationship between the geo-cultural displacement and 
the personal mythology Maravilla creates to survive 
crossing as an undocumented immigrant into the United 
States.

Students will explore how artist Guadalupe Maravilla uses 
sound and rituals to create meaning in a work of art.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
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FOR TEACHERS - FLORIDA STATE STANDARDS 

Language Arts

LAFS.3.SL.1.1
Engage e�ectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 3 
topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other information 
known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion.

B. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to others with care, speaking one at a 
time about the topics and texts under discussion).

C. Ask questions to check understanding of information presented, stay on topic, and link their comments to the remarks of others.

D. Explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion.
 
LAFS.3.SL.2.6
Speak in complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide requested detail or clarification.
 
LAFS.3.L.3.5 
Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings.

B. Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., describe people who are friendly or helpful).

Visual Arts 

VA.3.C.1.2
Reflect on and interpret works of art, using observation skills, prior knowledge, and experience.

VA.3.H.1.3
Identify and be respectful of ideas important to individuals, groups, or cultures that are reflected in their artworks.

Social Studies
 
SS.3.G.4.4
Identify contributions from various ethnic groups to the United States. 2
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KEY DISCUSSION

During the initial discussion, pose questions that 
will draw upon students' critical thinking skills by 
asking them to identify di�erent types of therapies 
used to heal the body and how Maravilla's work 
connects art to therapy.
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SHRINE
A place associated with or containing objects that commemorate a revered person, thing, rite, or culture

INSTALLATION ART
An artistic genre of three-dimensional works that often are site-specific and designed to transform the 
perception of a space

ASSEMBLAGE
A work of art made by grouping found or unrelated objects; a three-dimensional version of a collage (a 
two-dimensional medium)

TEXTURE
The feel, appearance, or consistency of a surface or a substance

THERAPY
Treatment intended to relieve or heal mental, physical, and psychological disorders

IMMIGRANT
A person who comes to live permanently in a foreign country such for employment opportunities, to escape 
a violent conflict or oppression, environmental factors, educational purposes, or to reunite with family.
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ABOUT THE ARTIST

} Guadalupe immigrated to the United States from El 
Salvador when he was eight years old as part of the first 
wave of undocumented, unaccompanied children to arrive 
from Central America. 

{ Maravilla didn’t become a citizen of the United States 
until he was twenty-seven years old. 

} In 2016, Maravilla changed his birth name, Irvin Morazan, 
to Guadalupe Maravilla because his undocumented father 
uses ‘Maravilla’ as his last name in his fake identity. 

{ Guadalupe is the Spanish name for the Aztec earth 
mother deity.

} Maravilla means “wonder” and “marvel” in Spanish.

{ Maravilla endured and had overcome cancer, which 
began in his colon.

} Maravilla was in a boy band in El Salvador from 6-8 eight 
years old. The group toured Central America.

{ Maravilla often played on the steps of the pyramids in El 
Salvador as a child.
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ABOUT THE WORK

“Portals” marks the first solo museum project for New 
York– and Richmond-based multidisciplinary artist 
Guadalupe Maravilla (b. San Salvador, El Salvador). An 
installation comprising newly commissioned sculptures, 
“Portals” responds to the artist’s geo-cultural displacement 
and personal mythology. The works reference his own story 
as part of the first wave of undocumented children to arrive 
in the United States due to the Central American conflicts 
of the 1980s. While touching on this personal dimension, 
“Portals” also addresses current collective anxieties that 
stem from the fraught political crisis at the United 
States-Mexico border.

“Portals” features a group of powerfully sculptural, 
wearable headdresses that incorporate gongs used in 
vibrational therapy. These objects, activated through a 
series of participatory performances, will transform the 
gallery into a therapeutic instrument intended to cleanse 
unseen political phobias. As the artist reminds us, the 
human body is mostly made of water and responds to 
vibrations caused by sound. The sounds produced in 
“Portals” will a�ect the viewer’s nervous system, operating 
as a healing vibrational treatment that washes away 
anxieties and breaks up blockages.

6

 All images courtesy the artist.



High School

Cohen-Aponte. “Latinx Artists Are Highlighted for the First Time in a Group Show at the Whitney,” on 
Hyperallergic.com, Hyperallergic, 28 Aug. 2018. 
https://hyperallergic.com/456710/pacha-llaqta-wasichay-indigenous-space-whitney-museum/

Pangburn, DJ. “The Performance Artist Fusing Mayan Rituals, Hip-Hop, and Punk,” on Vice.com, Vice, 31 Mar. 2017. 
https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/vbbymj/the-performance-artist-fusing-mayan-rituals-hip-hop-and-punk

Middle and High School

Institute of Contemporary Art, Miami (“Guadalupe Maravilla: A Spiritual Practice”) 
ICA Miami Channel, ICA Miami, 2019.
https://icamiami.org/channel/guadalupe-maravilla-a-spiritual-practice/

Institute of Contemporary Art, Miami (“Guadalupe Maravilla: Crossing Borders Through Art”) 
ICA Miami Channel, ICA Miami, 2019.
https://icamiami.org/channel/guadalupe-maravilla-crossing-borders-through-art/

Institute of Contemporary Art, Miami  (“Guadalupe Maravilla: Sound Therapy Activation”)
ICA Miami Channel, ICA Miami, 2019.
https://icamiami.org/channel/guadalupe-maravilla-sound-therapy-activation/
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