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INTRODUCTION

In this course, educators will discuss how artists Donald 
Judd Students convey line, form and color in a work of art.

By viewing the artist’s work, students will explore why Judd 
sought to create objects that had value that was 
independent from their context.

Students will gain insight in color symbolism and how lines, 
shapes, space, color and light are used in paintings to 
convey context.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
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FOR TEACHERS - FLORIDA STATE STANDARDS 

English Language Arts

LAFS.4.SL.1.3
Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

LAFS.4.RL.3.AP.7b
Make connections between the text of a story and the visual representations, referring back to 
text/illustrations to support the answer.

Social Studies

SS.912.H.2.Su.c
Recognize a way of evaluating art, such by identifying the elements of the art form (formal) and deciding 
one's own feelings about the art (intuitive).

Visual Arts

VA.68.H.2.2
Explain the impact artwork and utilitarian objects have on the human experience.

VA.5.C.1.2
Use prior knowledge and observation skills to reflect on, analyze, and interpret exemplary works of art

VA.68.C.2.3
Examine artworks to form ideas and criteria by which to judge/assess and inspire personal works and 
artistic growth.
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KEY DISCUSSION

Although Judd himself was averse to describing his 
work as minimalist, we acknowledge that his 
re-imagining of sculpture along with the context 
and meaning assigned to it gave birth to an endless 
stream of minimalist work by artists and designers 
that reference his creative philosophy in one way or 
another.

We invite students to analyze the most important 
objects in their life and the meaning that they 
assign them. (For example: Think of a person who’s 
old car is so important to them that they’re unable 
to get rid of it because of the memories that are 
attached to it.) Why do we become emotionally 
attached to objects and is it possible to be 
emotionally a�ected by an object that’s purpose is 
not clear, such as one of Judd's cold, angular 
sculptures?
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AESTHETIC
Concerned with beauty or the appreciation of beauty.

MINIMALISM
A trend in sculpture and painting that uses simple, typically massive, forms.

CONTEXT
The circumstances that form the setting for an event, statement, or idea, and in terms of which it can be 
fully understood and assessed.

SCALE
Refers to the size of an object in relationship to another object.

FUNCTION
An existing purpose for something.
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ABOUT THE ARTIST

Donald Judd was an American artist associated with 
minimalism. In his work, Judd sought autonomy and 
clarity for the constructed object and the space created 
by it. He is careful in keeping his objects pure and 
essential, he believes that there should be no specific 
quality in them that calls for analysis but rather that you 
should pay attention to the way that you feel when 
occupying the same space as them.

5

 All images courtesy the artist.



ABOUT THE WORK

Donald Judd's work focuses on developing his ideas 
about color, space and exploring the limitations of the 
flat plane. His paintings reveal Judd’s transition from 
figuration to abstract compositions of color and lines 
that demonstrate his prevailing interest in structure and 
space. In the year after making these paintings, these 
elements evolved into Judd’s three-dimensional works 
and grounded the next three decades of his practice.
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Grapefruit by Yoko Ono
 
This book is an excellent source of mental exercises that question the meaning of things.

Recommended Viewing

Donald Judd: Paintings and Perspectives at ICA Miami https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C8ZzHvegmxI
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RECOMMENDED READINGS

Students will engage in an exercise focusing on color symbolism and key visual elements of art including 
line, form, space, color, light, time and material.

Activity Materials

} Sand Paper
{ Tempura Paint
} Paint Brush
{ Permanent Marker
} Container of Water
{ Plastic Tarp to cover table

ACTIVITY
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Activity Instructions 

1.  Prepare an open space in your classroom with a flat table surface. 

2.  Discuss with students color symbolism and key visual elements of Art (Line, Form, Space, Color, Light, 
     Time and Material). 

3.  Distribute one sheet of sandpaper to each student along with a Paint Brush. Use a permanent marker to 
     write down the student's name on the back of the sandpaper. 

4.  After students have reflected on the visual elements of art, instruct them to create a painting that 
     conveys one of those elements. 

5.  Make sure you have paper towels or a plastic cloth or something to protect your table/counter as the 
     colors could bleed through and stain. 

ACTIVITY


